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FOREWORD
by
Justice V, Sethuraman, Judge,
Madras High Court (Retd)

From the disoovery of Vinayaka idols in distant countries
ke Mexico and the evidenco of tho worship of the Sua in
coucteces like Japan, it is clear that the Sauatans Dharma
embraced the whole world, watil 1t was displaced by the
Biuddbust, Christian sod other faiths i the several countrics
of tho world,  The reault is that the wotdd wide religion is now
canfined in the Indian Sub-continent aud there too, particularly
only 1o Nepal and India, Vedas form the bederock of this
relgion,

The Vedas were divided into four, Rig, Yazjur, Sama and
Athatvana. Sama Veda alone had 1,000 Sakhas (branches) or
wersions, The extant Sakhas are only three Viz: Kowthuma,
Jaiminiya and Ranayanetys, prevalent in Tamil Nado,
Kerala and Muharastea respectively,

Sti Krishua declared that he was Sama Veda among the
Vedas. That jx alsa tho Veda whose chanting is eajoyed by
the Kail Thy or rejative of
this Veda is thus beyond dispute, Tho Vedas prescmbe, o7
deal with the performance of, several yagnas or secrifices.
“The puranas, the Jtihasas, and the Agamas came into exintence
to explain 1he meaning of the Vedas. But for doing the acts
or Karmas enjayed by the Vedat, we have to ook only to the
Vedm and Vedangss,

‘The Vedas have six Angas or organs and they are ay vseful
81 the orpans of the physical body, The Siksha it compares
0 the nose, Vyakarna o the face, Narukis to the esr, Chandas
o the feet, Iyothisha to the eyes and Kalpe Suiras to the arms,
‘The Kalpa Suteas specify (he montray to bemed and explain
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assistance for eayy fooation of any Sutra. The auther Lat, by
his efforts, plaged the world of scholars under adeep debt of
gratuude by taking steps to print the gutray, with the kelp of
the Govt. of India. But for his efforts, there would bea risk
of these Sutras afso not being available to the future genera-
tions of Vedic scholats.

The suthor's previous publication in 1960 of Sama Veda
Satvaswam, khedira Gribya Sutram pantly in Tamit nad pastly
in Grantha characters has stcured the appreciation of His Holi-
nessy of St Sankarachaty of Kanchi Kamekoti Muit, St
Sankoracherya of SringenSivagamga Samsthsoam, St
Acharya Swamigal of Ahobila Muts and Sri Madhwacharys
Swamiga! of Vyasaraya Mott and various scholars Iike Sarvasti
P, §. Subramania Sastn, Dr. V, Raghavae, Y, Mabalinga Sastri
and Sastra Renakera S, Angnthaknishoa Sastri, T. V. Ramas
chandra Dikshuar, Polagam Rama Sastrigal, asd Veppatuz
Subramanian Sasinigal and savants hike Sye C, P, Ramaswzmi
Tyer. The present book which 1s in Sanskrit is likely to havea
wider circnlation and 15 bound to be found useful by all who
seth store by our traditional values and practices. It is but
iting that this publication is brought oat wnder the avspices
of the C. P R Fousdations, a centre forthe p of the
thoughts, tradition and culture of India and which is dong 20

much of useful work, In particular S1i C. P, R. himself was o
Samavedin,

Tam grateful to B, Si. Diksbitar for having given me an
opporturity of looking into the baok at thus stage aud partict-
pating in its publication by wntng thus Foreword, 1 commend
it tothe world of Oriental scholars, traditional sud madern.
Mrdras
18:3.82

V. SETHURAMAN
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